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The Colorado Veterinary Medical Foundation hires Deborah Colburn as Animal Emergency Management Program director

The Colorado Veterinary Medical Foundation (CVMF) is pleased to announce that Deborah Colburn will join the CVMF team on August 3, 2009, as the director of the Animal Emergency Management Program. In this position, Ms. Colburn will lead the efforts of the Animal Emergency Management Program, which helps protect both animal and public health and safety in Colorado through the Colorado State Animal Response Team (CO SART), the Colorado Veterinary Medical Reserve Corps (CO VMRC), and support of animal issues at the State Emergency Operations Center (EOC) during disasters. 

“Ms. Colburn brings a perfect blend of emergency and not-for-profit management experience, critical thinking skills, and the ability to bring diverse views to consensus.  We are extremely fortunate to have her on board with us,” explains Ralph Johnson, executive director of CVMF. “Ms. Colburn will be a tremendous asset to the Animal Emergency Management Program of CVMF and will embody our renewed commitment to facilitate emergency planning activities at the community and county levels.”

Deborah completed her undergraduate education at Bowdoin College in Maine, and received her Master of Public Administration from the University of New Hampshire. In New Hampshire, Deborah worked for a variety of organizations and state agencies and also served as a state representative in the New Hampshire legislature.  Deborah then moved to Alabama and worked with the hurricane recovery programs for American Red Cross and United Ways of Alabama in order to support the community devastated by Hurricane Katrina.  Most recently, Deborah was the executive director for the Colorado Coalition for the Medically Underserved, which develops and advocates for public policies that provide access to affordable, timely, and quality health care for everyone in Colorado.
“I am excited about the opportunity to make Colorado a better place for animals and people,” Ms. Colburn says. “I look forward to the opportunity to be part of an effort that builds capacity to address animal-related issues in disasters.  I look forward to getting acquainted and building relationships with the many stakeholders involved in the CVMF Animal Emergency Management Program throughout Colorado, and hope to contribute to outstanding preparation and response to emergency situations in the future.” 
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